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From the Editor 
The NSW Governments draft Freight and Ports Strategy has been 
released for public comment. In this months edition we have included an 
overview and link to the Strategy, so make sure you have your SAY!  

Enjoy the read and remember, we welcome your feedback.  Julie  
 

 
 New NSW Drought Assistance 

      
 
The new approach to the state’s drought response should ensure farmer’s facing 
drought conditions get assistance before the drought hits too hard.   
 
The previous drought policies had not helped farmers to prepare for drought risks. 
Farmers had to wait for a district to be drought declared in order for a range of subsidies 
to be triggered. The new approach focuses on drought preparedness and risk 
management programs along with in drought measures. It will allow for proactive 
measures to alleviate the problems associated with droughts. 

Development of a new National Drought Policy has been underway through the national 
Standing Council on Primary Industries since 2008. Supporting this national approach, 
NSW is introducing new measures to help farmers prepare for and manage the impacts 
of drought. 

 Establishment of an independent Regional Assistance Advisory Committee to 
provide feedback on the vulnerability of rural communities to climate-related 
downturns, and advise on potential farm business, farm family and community 
support programs and initiatives; 

 Replacing the system of State drought declarations with a new Regional 
Seasonal Conditions Report, which will be a strategic advisory tool; and 

 Focusing on pre-drought farm business and farm management preparedness 
and resilience programs. 

For more information www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/emergency/seasonal-conditions  
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 ‘Wine, World & Song’ in Caldwell 
South West Music in partnership with South West Arts received Arts NSW funding through the Regional Conservatorium Association, 
to hold a series of concerts in 2013 titled ‘The Bush Concert Project’.  
 
After the success of the inaugural Restdown Winery Concert we are gearing up for another fabulous event which will feature 
‘Nicolette Forte and Friends’ and ‘Bric a Brac’. The performance will again be held at the Restdown Winery, Perricoota Road, 
Caldwell on Saturday 13th of April 2013 – 12.30pm till 5.30pm.  
 
Nicolette Forte and Friends are a five piece world music band. As a charismatic entertainer, Nicolette leads her audiences through 
mesmerizing stories and anecdotes that have been linked to genres such as Roots and Soul. With an original repertoire this band 
leaves audiences wanting more. 
 
Bric a Brac are a 5 piece band – Paris born Céd Le Mélédo combines melancholy and joyous singing with Spanish guitar, harmonica 
and accordion. He sings in French, Spanish, Italian and English.  
 
The 2013 concert will feature two professional musical acts, a dance floor for grooving, a guided tour of the Restdown Wetlands 
Walk, Free Wine Tasting, Local Produce Stalls and buses from Deniliquin, Moama and Barham. 
 
Tickets will start from $30 for adults and $5 for school age children and will go on sale from 1st of March 2013.  
 
Regional Arts Development Officer Alyce Fisher comments ‘The inaugural Restdown Concert was such a big hit and a fabulous day 
for all those who attended. We again will be putting on an event for young and old which focuses on fine wine, great local food, 
excellent company and of course not one but two professional Musical Acts who will get you up dancing.’ 
Nicolette Forte will also be touring to Booroorban Hall Friday 12th of April 2013 and Goolgowi Hall Sunday 14th of April 2013. 

For more information contact - South West Arts 03 5881 7749 or South West Music 03 5881 4736   
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  QUICK FACTS – Conargo Shire 

Conargo Shire with a population of 1,540 is predominately a 
rural shire in New South Wales and the centre of a major 
sheep stud breeding area and other farming practices 
including wheat, rice, canola and cereals. Conargo 
encompasses the small active communities of Conargo, 
Blighty, Mayrung, Pretty Pine, Wanganella and Booroorban. 
 
Conargo Shire Council prides itself on its supportive and 
flexible approach towards economic development and 
investment. Opportunities are limitless for development of 
agricultural and supporting businesses, tourism operations, 
and other businesses which would benefit from Conargo’s 
location, and space to operate and grow. 
 

 

Tourism – Located on The Long Paddock Touring Route, on 
the edge of the outback, the shire is well known for its iconic 
pubs, drover’s tales and Cobb & Co Heritage, once being 
located on the famous travelling route. Accommodation 
events and activities are supported by neighbouring 
Deniliquin. 

Attractions in the Shire include bird watching (in particular 
the elusive Plains Wanderer and Bush Stone Curlew), 
Clancy’s Winery, various farm-stays, camping and caravan 
facilities, cafes/general stores, and the charismatic, and 
welcoming country pubs. The Conargo Pub has become an 
Australian icon as one “watering hole” you must visit!   

 
The tranquil waterways provide for some of the best fishing 
and camping facilities in the Murray/Riverina, with access to 
the Billabong Creek and Edward River. Both visitors and 
locals get great enjoyment from water sports including 
water skiing, canoeing and swimming. 

(Source: Conargo Shire Council) 

 

 

 

NSW Draft Freight and Ports Strategy  
 
The movement of freight is a basic element of logistics. In NSW, the 
freight movement task is mainly undertaken on a shared transport 
network where the movement of freight and the movement of 
people compete for space. As government primarily provides the 
physical network, and access to it, there is an inexorable link 
between the actions of government and the performance of logistic 
tasks across the economy. 
 
The NSW Government is taking a new approach to freight through 
the development of a Freight and Ports Strategy in collaboration 
with industry and the community. The Strategy seeks to support 
economic growth in NSW through the delivery of an efficient and 
effective freight network. 
 
The Strategy aims to support and promote effective and efficient 
freight movement by rail, road, sea and air. 
 
The NSW Government encourage you to comment on the ways the 
draft Freight and Ports Strategy can be strengthened. 
Comments close on 15 March 2013. 
 
To have your say about the Draft Freight and Ports Strategy go to 
http://freightandportsstrategy.transport.nsw.gov.au/the-strategy/  
and click on the Have Your Say tab.  
 

 

http://freightandportsstrategy.transport.nsw.gov.au/the-strategy/
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Small Biz Connect is a quality, personalised and highly subsidised business advisory program for small businesses in NSW.            
Through the program, you can:            

 Get expert advice on managing your small business 

 Access face-to-face support 

 Develop key business skills  

Small Biz Connect is funded by the NSW Government and will link with other business support services such as the Commonwealth 
Government’s Enterprise Connect program, as well as initiatives of Local Government and private enterprise. Whether you're just 
starting out, want to expand your business or are ready to retire, take the next step with Small Biz Connect. 

www.smallbusiness.nsw.gov.au/smallbiz-connect 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Youth Opportunities Program  

Grant Applications for Second Round of Funding 
 
The Youth Opportunities Program is a state-wide program funded 
by the NSW Government. The program provides $3.1 million per 
annum for grants to not for profit organisations and local 
government to deliver projects which enable young people to lead 
and participate in community development activities. Projects will 
use a range of strategies to support young people, including 
mentoring. 
 
Funding has been made available for a second round. Grant 
applications are now open for eligible projects under the 2012-
2013 funding guidelines. 
 
Further information and access to the online application can be 
found at www.youth.nsw.gov.au  Applications open Friday 1 
February 2013 and close Monday 4 March 2013.   

 

Community Development Grant Program -Round 2 

 
The Greater Hume Shire Council Community Development 
Grant Program is aimed at enhancing the range, availability 
and quality of community facilities available throughout the 
shire. 
 
Applications open 1 February 2013 and close 25 March 2013. 
 
The Program will assist all community groups to meet the 
needs of their members and the general community in order 
to build community capacity. 
 
For further information visit the Council’s website 
www.greaterhume.nsw.gov.au  
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Dreamfields Festival Y-FEST 2013, Albury region’s 18U Drug and Alcohol Free Youth Music Festival, will take place from 2pm-11pm 
Saturday 13 April 2013 at TAFE NSW Riverina Institute, Ettamogah Road off Tabletop Road, Thurgoona. 
 
The 2013 format of the festival will feature 9 hours of music featuring National Acts, DJ Helena, Peking Duk, Popcorn Thieves, as well as 
local electronica and acoustic acts, [insert memory], DJ Candy B, Distant Memory, Lars & The Prussians, Kelebek, Liv Cartledge, Miss 
Mikaila, Maidie Dawson, and more... 
 
...plus NEW AWESOME Show Tech FMX Australia Motocross Stunt Show, Cha Cha and Giant Tea Cup Show-rides, Youth Expo, and 
more… 
 
Tickets $22 including booking fee on sale from Timmy G’s Albury 02 60411933 and 1200 is the event capacity in 2013.  
 
Dreamfields Y-FEST 2013 is supported by TAFE NSW Riverina Institute, Albury City, Hume Building Society, The Haus of Meat, Groove 
Saint, Megas Music, The Border Mail, Too Soon Clothing, North Albury Sports Club, Beacon Lighting, Timmy G’s, Fox Digital, Zone Laser 
Tag Albury, CDAT, RDA Murray, U by Kotex, Murray Catchment Management Authority & Thurgoona Country Club Resort, as well as 12 
businesses as Friends of Dreamfields Y-FEST 2013. 
 

 


